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ALCA  N E W S L E T T E R  

Knowing a bit about the membership of our Association is 
how your Council makes decisions. 
 
We have a continued growth of membership but most 
members will only have small herd numbers and will not 
register many animals during their time with the 
Association. 
 
The summary of memberships and registrations is shown in 
the pie charts below.  
 
Typical ALCA members are most likely to have 10 or less 
registered animals and will be involved with the breed for 
10 or less years. 
 
Where do you fit it? 
 
There are various reasons members will cease membership 
and the main reasons are retirement, extreme climatic 
conditions causing hardship (drought/fires/floods), and 
reduced interest in the cattle. 
 
The first two reasons cannot be changed by the Association 
but the third is something your Council is trying to remedy. 
 
An ALCA Strategic Plan is being devised to focus on areas 
where the Association can improve member involvement 
and assist with information and education to continue and 
grow interest in the breed.  
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ALCA funding will also be focused in these areas of importance 
and Promotion Groups will have guidance for future activities. 
 
The Strategic Plan will be finalised shortly. It will be presented 
to members at the AGM in October for their approval and for 
adoption by the Association.  
 
A big Thank You to Gordon Guthrie for chairing the many 
Strategic Plan meetings and the work he has put in to help 
Council work on association priorities.   
Gordon also made these impressive pie charts ���� 

http://www.lowlinecattleassoc.com.au/


 

 

Sandpit Farm is in the small village of Alderley Edge in 
Cheshire, England. We have a small herd of Australian 
Lowlines that started with 3 heifers in 2018. Our herd has 
now grown to 12 registered Lowlines.  
 
We think we are the first herd in the UK to have a calf by 
Australian bred bull, Little Aberdeen Anderson whose 
semen was exported to the UK by Christine Hine of 
McIntosh Creek Lowlines. Our new Anderson sired calf 
was born in October 2021 out of our lovely cow, Sandpit 
Glynis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have an exciting year ahead with 8 calves being born 
throughout the year. We have invested in some quality 
embryos from Christine Hine and will be thrilled to 
increase our gene pool.  
A mention for Owen Tunney, also an ALCA member, who 
is not only our excellent embryo vet but extremely 
informative on the breed and supportive of our venture 
into Lowlines. 
 
We are delighted to own this gentle breed and the 
feedback from the meat eaters is extraordinary. The beef 
is highly rated for taste.  
 
We will promote the breed in the UK over the coming 
years as our herd flourishes and the versatility of the 
breed is acknowledged.  
 
Janet Harris  
Sandpit Farm 
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The Stud Beef Handlers Camp was once again held in 
Geelong Victoria on the 21st-24th of April 22. 
 
Lowlines were very well represented with 5 animals, 
2 billet & 3 Junior owned. 
 
It was amazing to see the difference in all the 
handlers after 3 days of tuition. 
 
Our Junior ALCA, SRPG, members, Ariel Margrie, 
Taylor Dennet, Jasper Watts all proudly paraded their 
own stud animals, also doing very well in their 
individual classes. 
 
SPRG  proudly sponsored Ariel, Taylor & Jasper, a 
great investment in the future. 
 
Thank you to the 2 studs that supplied billet animals, 
and a big thank you and congratulations to the 
volunteers that run this amazing event yearly. 
 
Ken Lorains 
Whitby Farm 

Junior Members at Handlers 
Camp in Victoria 

Sandpit Farm, Cheshire, UK 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Bull Selection & Management 

 
If you are a serious cattle breeder or a steer or beef producer you should always be looking at improving your 
animals by selecting good bulls to join with your females.  
This article is taken from the 2017 Lowline Journal and was written by Matt Brown of Futurebeef and explains what 
to look for when selecting a bull for your herd.  
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Bull Selection & Management  cont. 
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Bull Selection & Management  cont 
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Bull Selection & Management  cont 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
  

ALCA Newsletter 
 

Page 7   
 

Show season is well underway but there have been 
occasions when the incorrect breed uniform has been 
worn when exhibiting Australian Lowline cattle and it has 
been reported to Council. 
 
Remember – if you or your handler are showing your 
cattle you are representing the Australian Lowline breed 
so need to be in the correct Breed Uniform. 
 

Australian Lowline Breed Uniform (in Australia) 

To show cattle, a breed uniform is required at all shows, 
including Royal Shows. 

• Black Lowline woollen sleeveless vest 
• Chambray shirt (Light blue) 
• Moleskin pants or Blue jeans 
• Lowline breed tie (not a requirement but can be 

purchased to wear at shows) 

In Queensland, it is acceptable to wear WHITE COATS if 
you don’t have a breed uniform.  
This is an option for schools who have students showing 
Lowlines at local & regional shows. 
If the school students have a coloured shirt other than the 
chambray (light blue), they are required to wear a white 
coat when exhibiting cattle. 

At national shows (eg. Royal Sydney Show) where there is 
a Breed Captain in charge of the exhibitors, it is the 
responsibility of the Breed Captain to make sure all 
Lowline exhibitors and their handlers have the correct 
uniform to parade the cattle. Incorrect uniform could see 
disqualification. 

The woollen vest, chambray shirt and breed tie are 
available for purchase in the Lowline Shop - 
lowlineshop.com 

 

Lowline Breed Uniform 

A warm welcome to our new members.  
We hope you enjoy being a part of the Australian 
Lowline family. 

Full Membership 
 
Simon & Heather Gresham   
Whoota, NSW – YARRIC FARMS 
 
Paul Stennett & Jennifer Guest   
Cudle Creek, SA - BUCKLAND 

Marie Fenn  
Mount Fox , QLD– FENN RIDGE 

Martin Lowe  
Samford Valley, QLD - RIVERINE 

Matthew Brady – Brady Family Trust 
Windera, QLD – WINDERALOW 
 
Michelle O’Sullivan & Jono Date 
Adelaide Park, QLD – PRESTON PARK 

Robert Hine  
Alton Downs, QLD – ALTON  

Lifestyle Membership 
 
Jane & Chris Davies  
Waiuku, NZ – WAIUKU HOME FARM 

Junior Membership 
 
Jasper Watts  
Merrijig, VIC – TIMBERTOP 
 
Leo Clarke   
Wheatlands, QLD -  ROCKIN J 

 

Welcome to New ALCA 
Members 

 

 

 

https://lowlineshop.com/collections/apparel/products/lowline-woollen-show-vest
https://lowlineshop.com/collections/apparel
https://lowlineshop.com/collections/apparel/products/lowline-breed-ties
https://lowlineshop.com/collections/apparel
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DNA Reminder 

We have been reminding members for many months 
now that all cattle need to be SNP tested in order for 
their progeny to be parent verified (PV). 
 
The previous platform for DNA – Microsatellite or MiP 
testing - has been phased out by Neogen & Zoetis in 
Australia & New Zealand. 
 
For Parent Verification, both parents need to have 
DNA results on the same platform, either MiP or SNP. 
 
If you have an animal that desperately needs parent 
verification (PV) using the MiP platform, Zoetis will be 
running a final MiP testing in JUNE 2022 (next month). 
Samples need to be at Zoetis as soon as possible as 
there may not be any further opportunities in the 
future. 
 
For any old embryos that have not been implanted yet, 
ALCA is looking into another laboratory overseas that 
may be able to process MiP testing. More details will 
be available later. 
 
ZOETIS PRICES 2022 
 
SNP + Parent Verification (PV) = $25 + GST 
Coat Colour Testing (CC) = $22 + GST 
SNP + PV + CC = &40 + GST 
 
If you need further information about the DNA 
process, please read –  
2021 DNA Guide for Members on the ALCA Website 
https://www.lowlinecattleassoc.com.au/the-
association/forms-downloads 
 
If you still have breeding animals that have not been 
SNP tested, take a new tail hair sample or tissue 
sample and send to Zoetis or Neogen for SNP testing. 
Once this has been done, all future progeny can be 
parent verified (PV) using SNP testing. 
 
 

We are fast approaching the end of the Financial 
Year and the AGM preparations are underway for 
October 2022. 
 
There will be 4 positions vacated on the ALCA 
Council so members will be asked for nominations 
to fill these positions for the next 2 years.  
 
Your Council strives to represent the members 
interests by guiding the continuing advancement of 
the breed and ensuring the Association remains 
strong, active and financially viable.  
 
This is achieved through each Councillor 
contributing their time, life skills and leadership to 
achieve the Association’s objectives.  
 
If you think you would like a challenge, Council is 
looking for nominees who are passionate about the 
breed and who wish to contribute to its future.  
__________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you want ALCA to produce another Journal? 
 
If so, we are looking for someone who would like to 
help produce the next edition. No previous 
experience is necessary and you will have a 
Councillor to work with.  Graphic design & 
publishing will be outsourced so ideas and 
collection of articles will be the main areas you will 
be working on. 
 
Contact Leigh if you would like to help – 
office@lowlinecattleassoc.com.au 
 
 

 

Nominations for Council 

ALCA Journal – Help needed 

 

https://www.lowlinecattleassoc.com.au/the-association/forms-downloads
https://www.lowlinecattleassoc.com.au/the-association/forms-downloads
mailto:office@lowlinecattleassoc.com.au


 

 

 
  

Page 9   
 

ALCA Newsletter 
 

ALCA has a Beef Plan Group for anyone interested in 
wanting to produce steers for beef. This group is open 
to all ALCA members and meets via ZOOM on a regular 
basis. 
The group is working on many aspects of breeding and 
growing steers to meet suitable markets. 
You don’t need a large herd and you can be at the 
beginning of your Lowline journey. This group is to help 
members to work towards building markets for their 
Lowline steers. 
 
Contact Jacqui Feagan (rfeagan.dbms@bigpond.com) or 
Matt Wilkinson (mattania37@gmail.com) if you would 
like to find out more about joining the Beef Plan Group. 
 
Victorian Members 
 
I am supplying steers to a butcher in Melbourne on a 
regular basis. The steers are purchased from me at 
around 18 months of age and are taken to a property in 
Gordon where farmer and butcher, Frank Scomazzon 
grows and finishes them to his own specifications for his 
butcher shop. 
 
Farmer Frank cannot find enough suitable Lowline 
steers so I am asking if any Victorian members would 
like to join the supply chain. This will be an ongoing 
business to supply steers.  
 
If you are interested to learn more, please email me and 
I will ring you for a chat to answer any questions. 
 
Julie Knight 
Wanamara Farm, Vic. 
wanamara@westnet.com.au 
 

 Lowline Steers Wanted What is a normal calving? 
In some areas breeders will have cows calving now 
with Autumn calving, 
 
Australian Lowlines may be renowned for easy 
calving but management leading up to calving will 
ensure a good result with a healthy calf and happy 
dam. 
 
The third trimester of pregnancy is the time when 
the foetus is growing to maturity so the dam needs 
good nutrition.  
However, heifers should be monitored so they are 
not getting too fat as this can cause calving 
problems. Joining heifers with bulls that have small 
calves is a good idea for their first calf. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.Anterior presentation is the normal birthing 
position for a calf.  
2.Posterior presentation may result in a calf without  
intervention but should be observed. If the process 
takes a long time, the cow or heifer may tire and 
the calf could drown in amniotic fluid so 
intervention may be necessary. 
3 & 4. Breech position and malpresentation, like a 
head or leg back, will usually need expert assistance 
(eg. Vet or cattle neighbour). 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:rfeagan.dbms@bigpond.com
mailto:mattania37@gmail.com
mailto:wanamara@westnet.com.au
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2022 Royal Sydney Show, NSW 
 
Congratulations to all Australian Lowline exhibitors at the 
recent Royal Sydney Easter Show. It was an impressive 
lineup of cattle with six studs exhibiting 17 animals.   

The breed classes were livestreamed by The Land and 
sponsored by the Australian Lowline Cattle Association so 
it could be viewed online. 

Grand Champion Female was won by Phoenix Quinn 
owned by Jada Buchan, Little Dream Lowlines. 

Grand Champion Bull and Supreme Exhibit was won by 
Rotherwood Radical owned by Rotherwood and Cann 
Valley Studs. 

Sydney Royal Easter Show 2022 results 

Class 100 - Female, 9 & not over 12mths  
1st Cann Valley Super Moon - Matt Cooney  
 
Class 101 - Female, 12 & not over 16mths  
1st Elle Kay Just Dance – Kuipers Family 
2nd Quartz Hill Violet - Ella and Lily Falkenberg  
3rd Elle Kay Rosamund - Kuipers Family  
 
Class 102 - Female, over 16 & not over 20mths  
1st Rotherwood Ravishing Girl - Vicki Gilbert  
2nd Quartz Hill Alice in Wonderland - Ella and Lily 
Falkenberg 
 
Junior Champion Female - Cann Valley Super Moon 
Reserve Junior Champion Female- Rotherwood Ravishing 
Girl  
 
Class 105 - Female, over 20 & not over 24mths  
1st Elle Kay Aurora’s Star - Kuipers Family 
 
Class 106 - Female, over 24 & not over 30mths  
1st Phoenix Quinn - Jada Buchan 
 
Class 107 - Female, over 30mths  
1st Tarrawarra Fantasia - Matt Cooney  
2nd Cann Valley Quill - Matt Cooney  
3rd Quartz Hill Amethyst - Ella and Lily Falkenberg 
 
Senior Champion Female - Phoenix Quinn   
Reserve Senior Champion Female - Tarrawarra Fantasia  
Grand Champion Female - Phoenix Quinn 
 

Class 111 - Bull, over 12 & not over 16mths  
1st Cann Valley Solar Eclipse - Matt Cooney  
 
Class 112 - Bull, over 12 & not over 16mths  
1st Whitby Farm Billy Idol - Whitby Farm Lowlines 
2nd Muscateer Valley Sargent - Jessica Muscat  
 
Junior Champion Bull - Cann Valley Solar Eclipse 
Reserve Junior Champion Bull - Whitby Farm Billy 
Idol  
 
Class 116 - Bull, over 20 & not over 24mths  
1st Rotherwood Radical (RC) - Matt Cooney & Vicki 
Gilbert 
 
Class 117 - Bull, over 24 & not over 30mths  
1st Whitby Farm Remus - Whitby Farm Lowlines  
2nd Whitby Farm Henry Ford - Whitby Farm 
Lowlines  
 
Class 118 - Bull, over 30 & not over 36mths  
No Entries  
 
Senior Champion Bull - Rotherwood Radical   
Reserve Senior Champion Bull - Whitby Farm 
Remus Grand Champion Bull - Rotherwood Radical 
(RC)  
 
Class 122 - Two Bulls, not over 24mths  
1st Matt Cooney  
 
Best Exhibit - Rotherwood Radical (RC)  
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