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ALCA  N E W S L E T T E R  

The new Financial Year has begun so there is plenty 
going on in the ALCA office to keep Katrina & Claudia 
on their toes. 
 
Nominations for Council 
There are 5 positions open on Council for nominations 
and there have been 7 applications for the positions. 
All current financial Full members are entitled to vote 
for their 5 preferred applicants.  
 
Voting information has been sent out to Full Members 
and the Voting paper can be emailed or posted to the 
Returning Officer, John Thomas at ABRI. His email and 
postal address are at the bottom of the voting paper.  
 
All votes need to be returned to John by close of 
business on Friday 1st October 2021. 
 
Membership Renewals 
 
Membership renewals are now overdue and need to 
be paid before 30th September 2021. 
After this date all animals on the database belonging 
to the unfinancial member will be made inactive.  
If payment of membership renewal is made at a later 
date there will be a $5 (+GST) reactivation fee for each 
animal to be reactivated.  
Renew now to avoid the extra fees! 
 
Animal recordings, registrations &/or transfers will not 
be processed unless the member has renewed their 
membership. 
 
Your vote for Council nominees will not be valid unless 
your membership is renewed. 
 
 
 
 
Julie Knight 
ALCA President 
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July/August/September 2021 

 

3PM (EDST) Saturday October 23rd via ZOOM 
 
Due to Covid restrictions in 2020 the ALCA AGM was 
not held last year. 
 
However, our Association will hold an AGM and a 
Member Forum via ZOOM on Saturday 23rd October 
2021. 
 
A Notice of Agenda for the AGM has been sent to 
members who are asked to notify Katrina if they 
would like to attend. This will be an opportunity to 
‘meet’ your new ALCA Council, face to face. 
 
The Member Forum to follow the AGM will also be an 
opportunity to hear from members about issues they 
would like to discuss with Council or have Council 
look into over the next year.  
Members are asked to send, in writing, anything they 
would like to discuss during the Member Forum. 
  
Please RSVP to the meeting by October 15th so that 
the Zoom link can be forwarded to you. 
 
 
Katrina McKemey - 
Phone: 02 6773 3295 
Email: office@lowlinecattleassoc.com.au 
 

ALCA AGM & Member Forum 
 

 

http://www.lowlinecattleassoc.com.au/
mailto:office@lowlinecattleassoc.com.au


 

Page 2 

 
ALCA Newsletter 

Bringing Lowline Beef to Taranaki, NZ 
 

 

For those of you not on Facebook, I have been asked for an 
article on how Kaitake Lowline Beef ended up for sale in 
The Kiwi Butcher Shop in New Plymouth, New Zealand. 
 
It has been a quiet little dream of mine to get people to 
learn the difference between top quality beef and that 
found in the local supermarkets (while the good stuff gets 
exported), and actually be able to buy it for themselves 
locally,  so one day I simply called into the Kiwi Butcher 
Shop armed only with my phone, which contained some 
photos of my prime steers I needed to sell (but hopefully 
not to the works and overseas customers).  The boss man 
was away but the photos impressed the man in charge 
enough for him to give me the email address of the bosses 
and tell me to write something down and email it through 
along with photos, so I did. 
 
A while later, they got in contact and on a filthy wet 
miserable day, Stephen and Amber met me at the runoff 
and saw the cattle first-hand, and they took photos.   
 
I handed them an ALCA branded bag containing a selection 
of promotional brochures and told them to look up the 
ALCA website as they had never heard of the breed.  
They said there would be no premium on these first ones 
as they were an unknown breed to them, and they only 
had my word that we were eating one and it was fantastic 
eating. 
 

 

More time went by, and we had separated the 5 big 
steers into their own paddock with a bale of silage in 
a feeder, to keep them absolutely prime.  
Eventually the call came for us to send the two 
biggest to the abattoir for processing.  I had insisted 
on two after hearing Jeanette Stebbins saying they 
stress less with a familiar companion, so off down to 
Wanganui's Landmeats they went, two hours away. 
 
They were hung for 10 days down there before 
arriving in the New Plymouth shop, and I was told the 
carcase weights were 288 amd 266kgs and with a 
meat yield of over 69% which did impress them.  
 
We got paid good money for them, and said I had 
another couple ready when they wanted them. 
 
We had run out of meat for ourselves so I chose the 
smallest of the three remaining steers, a purebred 
steer who was born 13/10/19 from a heifer who had 
needed assistance to deliver her large bull calf with 
knuckled over front legs at birth.   
He had a carcase weight of 222kg on the 17/6/21, 
while not tall he had a very impressive wide body and 
hindquarters which excited these butchers. 
 

By Fiona Henchman, Kaitake Lowlines 

Kaitake Lowline aged steaks at Kiwi Butchery 



 

Bringing Lowline Beef to 
Taranaki, NZ  cont. 

 

The Kiwi Butchery have since then taken the last two, 
and again didn't hear back until there was a post on 
Facebook saying the next lot of Lowline steaks were in 
the dry aging cabinet on display in their shop and they 
would see them in 30 days. 
 
This is to me is simply amazing advertising, where the 
steaks sit on shelves, labelled for anyone in the shop to 
see, looking rather magnificent. They had added the 
Angus word to the name, (shock, horror, disbelief!) 
cleverly in hindsight, as they would have customers that 
were only interested in purchasing Angus meat, so this 
helps with the education process. 
 
I have spent some time and money getting a logo 
developed and I presume they are labelling packets of 
meat on the shelves as they said they would, spreading 
the word about this hardly known breed. 
 
I have had spinal surgery recently so been out of touch 
a bit, but since The Kiwi Butcher Shop is keen to buy 
more, I am going to buy  
in some more purebred  
steers and a few more  
cows, and use them as  
the sole supplier of  
Kaitake Lowline Beef! 
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To ensure your Australian Lowline calf/female/bull 
can be traced back to the original Foundation 
Herdbook of the Australian Lowline Cattle 
Association, DNA and Parent Verification needs to 
be confirmed for approval for registration with 
ALCA. 
 
ALL ANIMALS  
 
DNA (as SNP results in Australia & New Zealand/as 
MiP results in some European countries) is taken as 
tail hair or tissue samples from the animal & 
processed as a DNA profile.  
This profile is used to compare with the profile of 
the nominated sire and dam as proof the animal is 
the progeny of the nominated parents. 
Once parent verification (PV) is confirmed, the 
animal is eligible for ALCA registration. 
 
RED (R) & RED GENE CARRIERS (RC) 
 
It is a requirement of By-Law 7.3.5 that all  

- red coated animals (R),  
- progeny of red coated animals (as red gene 

carriers (RC)),  
- and progeny of red gene carriers (RC) be 

Coat Colour Tested.  
Council has agreed that this By-Law will remain as it 
stands.  
All registrations of animals covered by this 
regulation must supply a Coat Colour Test with the 
SNP and Parent Verification results before approval 
for registration will be given. 
 
DNA, PV & Coat Colour Tests can all be done 
using the same tail hair or tissue samples at the 
same time and in the same genetic laboratory. 
 
If you require further information, please 
contact the Lowline Registrar, Claudia Scott 
lowline.registrar@abri.une.edu.au 
 
 

 

 

What DNA testing is needed 
to Register my animal? 

Kaitake Lowline Beef in the dry-aging cabinet at the 
Kiwi Butchery, New Plymouth 

 

mailto:lowline.registrar@abri.une.edu.au
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A warm welcome to our new members from 
Australia, New Zealand, Wales, Northern Ireland 
and Belgium.  
We hope you enjoy being a part of the Australian 
Lowline family. 

Full Membership 
 
Queensland 
Arne Huysamen & Amanda Gill   
Moore Park Beach – JABULANI SPRINGS 

Cassandra Cooper & Jessica O’Donnell 
Wieambilla – COOPERS COTTAGE 

Dennis & Nina Uhrhane 
Caboolture – SOVEREIGN 

Scott & Meegan Dorrstein 
Wallumbilla – BURNASA 

Taitum Brook 
Yeppoon - BROOKVALE  

New South Wales 
Mark & Virginia Grey  
Wildes Meadow - TINGAROO 

J.Mannins & C.Connery 
Ballalaba – TALLAGANDA 

Graham Keys 
Parksbourne – AROMET KEYS 

Victoria 

Ross Hardy  
Hesket – ROCK VIEW 

Leanne & Nathan Hodge 
Charleroi - CHARLEROI 

South Australia 

Bradley Coleman 
Little Hampton – BEARWOOD 

Kevin Graham 
Petersville - VIRANGRA 

 
 

Belgium 

Dieter Simpelaere  
West Flanders – FLANDERS FIELDS 

Wales 
Joseph, Gretchen & Clara Neary   
Flintshire - SARN GALED 

Lifestyle Membership 
 
Queensland 
Jeff Dunn & Suzanne Chambers   
Teviotville – BODEVIEW 
 
Rod & Kim Bannister 
Lake Eacham - IMRIE 
 
New South Wales 
Suzanne Baker & Pamela Robinson 
Braidwood – HIGH CROFT 
 
John & Mary-Jane Hamer 
Wildes Meadow – LAUREL 
 
N.Willey & S.Gleeson-Willey 
Duraka - SHIKIMATE 
 
New Zealand 

Thomas Westgarth  
Timaru, South Island – RED CEDARS 

Northern Ireland 
William Bradley 
Newry, Co.Down – NORTHERN STAR 

 
Junior Membership 
 
Queensland 

Zakkary Tuchel   
Bondoola – TRIBE ESTATE 

 
Commercial Membership 
 
Victoria 
Mike Dare 
Norong 

Welcome to New Members 
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From time to time you will sell one of your registered Lowlines to another ALCA member. 
 
Filling out the Transfer of this animal correctly will ensure the new owner will have no problems registering progeny in 
the future. 

 
 
 
 

How to Transfer a Registered Australian Lowline 

 

PLEASE NOTE: If you are selling a female that might be in calf, please fill out the following – 
 
JOINING SIRE & SIRE REG # - give full details of the bull the female was joined to/running with 
 
SERVICE FROM  ….TO…. – give the dates the bull was with the female 
 
AI : YES/NO – note if the pregnancy was by AI. If the semen used was from a Registered AI Sire no further 
action is required. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE REQUIRED: YES/NO –  
A Certificate of Service is required if the bull used for natural service is not owned by the owner of the cow.  
A Certificate of Service is also required if the semen used for artificial insemination (AI) was not from a 
Registered AI Sire. 
The Certificate of Service needs to be signed by the OWNER of the bull as well as the OWNER 
of the cow. 

 

 

At the bottom of the Certificate of Registration & Pedigree is a section 
that needs to be filled out when a registered animal is sold. 
 
This needs to be filled out & signed/dated by the Vendor. 
 
Animals can only be Transferred to an ALCA Member 
 
Without authorization from the Vendor an animal cannot be 
transferred to another member. 
 
A Transfer fee of $30.00 (+GST) is to be paid by the Vendor.  
Direct payment can be made through the  
Lowline Shop www.lowlineshop.com 
Add details of the animal to be transferred in the NOTES section. 
 
Scan & email the signed Certificate of Registration to the Lowline 
Registrar lowline.registrar@abri.une.edu.au 
 

http://www.lowlineshop.com/
mailto:lowline.registrar@abri.une.edu.au


 

  

Beef Cuts – Where do they come from on my Carcase 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 

 

Do you wonder where the beef cuts come from on a steer? 

 
Here are some of the cuts that can be produced from a carcase. 
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Lowline carcase - Fiona Henchman, 
Kaitake Lowlines, NZ 
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Historical Data for Foundation Herd Bulls 
 

 

 

This bull data was compiled by Greg and Peter Rhodes, Broken Arrow Stud, for their publication, Lowline//Online. 
The information for growth rates was collected by the Department of Agriculture at their Trangie & Glen Innes 
Research Stations and was released with the sale of the Low Line herd animals when they were dispersed in NSW. 
 
This growth information for each foundation animal was included in the printed Foundation Herdbook which was 
compiled by the Australian Lowline Cattle Association. Unfortunately, the Foundation Herdbook is now out of print. 
 
Thanks to Christine Hine, McIntosh Creek, for sharing this information. 
 
More history about the Australian Lowline, including photos of some of the original Low Line animals sold at the 
Trangie dispersal sales, can be found in ‘The Australian Lowline book’ which can be purchased through The Lowline 
Shop - www.lowlineshop.com or via the ALCA website – www.lowlinecattleassoc.com.au 
 
 

 

http://www.lowlineshop.com/
http://www.lowlinecattleassoc.com.au/
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Clostridial Diseases in Cattle 

Why should I vaccinate my cattle?  …….  The answer is in the following 3 pages………… 
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Clostridial Diseases in Cattle cont. 
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Clostridial Diseases in Cattle cont. 
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Major Shows Cancelled 

Unfortunately, due to persistent Covid-19 state 
restrictions, many major state shows, as well as 
local country shows and Field Days in Australia, 
have had to be cancelled.  
 
Many of these were at the last minute and after 
months of planning and preparation. 
 
We are all hoping 2022 will see some normality 
so that these shows can be held once again and 
the show community can get back together. 
 
Major Shows cancelled – 
 
2021 EKKA, Brisbane, Queensland 
 
2021 Royal Adelaide Show, Adelaide, South 
Australia 
 
2021 Royal Melbourne Show, Australian Lowline 
Feature Show, Melbourne, Victoria 
 
________________________________________ 
 

Unpredictable Spring Weather 

 

 

 

Are you looking for presents for someone? 
Check out the Lowline Merchandise in the 
Lowline Shop – www.lowlineshop.com 
 

Lowline Merchandise 
 

 

The Gorman family, Shadow Park at Orange, NSW had 
snow! 

 
Lowland Park in Ohaupo, North Island, New Zealand 

had floods 

Blair Athol Lowlines in Yanco, NSW 
was experiencing beautiful spring 

sunshine 

http://www.lowlineshop.com/
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