ALCA NEWSLETTER
Australian Lowline Cattle Association Inc.
Website: www.lowlinecattleassoc.com.au

ALCA AGM
Saturday 12th October 2019
This year the ALCA AGM will be held on Saturday
12th October at the Southgate Motel in Mount
Gambier, South Australia.
A bus tour of some surrounding Lowline studs
and local places of interest has been organized
for Sunday 13th October, the day after the AGM.

July/August 2019

E-mail: office@lowlinecattleassoc.com.au
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enthusiastic South Australian Promotion Group.
Registration Forms for attending the AGM and bus
trip will be emailed to members very soon.
Registrations close Sunday 29th September 2019
Send completed registrations to:
office@lowlinecattleassoc.com.au
Further information on accommodation in
Mt.Gambier & about the Sunday Bus Trip is on the

Membership Renewal
The cut-off date for Membership renewal is
coming soon. If your membership hasn’t been
renewed, you animals may be deactivated on the
ALCA database so to avoid this, renew now.
All current ALCA members have been sent

following page.

Membership renewals so click on your Renewal

If you have any questions please do not hesitate

Shop for payment.

to contact Anne Williams 0408 854 246
or Sue Foureur 0407 251 041
Julie Knight
ALCA President

Invoice & you will be re-directed to the Lowline
Very simple & easy to do.
www.lowlineshop.com
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Mt Gambier AGM Accommodation

Mt Gambier Bus Trip

The 2019 AGM is to be held at the Southgate
Motel, 175 Commercial Street East, Mount
Gambier, SA.
Their contact details are:
Phone: (08) 8723 1175
(for reservations and other details)
Email:

david@southgatemotel.com.au

Blue Lake, Mt.Gambier, SA

The cost for this is $160.00 per room
(each room will sleep 2 people) and this includes
the Continental Breakfast daily
When making a booking with David Pratt (the
motel owner) and Justin (front desk) please
mention that you are attending the ALCA
(or Australian Lowline Cattle Association) AGM for

The following day (Sunday, October 13, 2019)
the bus tour is intended to leave the Southgate
Motel at 8 am.
For all guests who intend to fly out of Mount
Gambier on the Sunday we would ask that they
checkout of the motel and bring their luggage

the deal they have offered us.

with them on the bus for the day.

The AGM on Saturday, October 12, 2019, will be

The bus will deliver members to the Airport at

followed by a Breed Forum for members to discuss
issues or ideas with the Council & speakers on
various topics. Further details will be available

the end of the day on the way back from
Coonawarra/Penola, in time for the flights
home.

soon.
A Breed Dinner will be held in the evening at the
Motel.
The cost of dinner is $45.00 per head –
Local Lowline beef is to be featured on the menu.
Could you please alert the South Australian PG

contacts if you have any special dietary requirements.
Anne Williams 0408 854 246
Sue Foureur 0407 251 041

The cost for the bus trip (including morning tea
and lunch, plus entry to Yallum Park
homestead) is $70.00 .
We will be visiting a local sinkhole, the Blue
Lake, 2 studs, Yallum Park homestead where
we will be having lunch and a tour of the
homestead, stopping in Coonawarra for
everyone to have a chance of visiting a winery
or 2, before returning to Mount Gambier via
the airport.
A Registration Form for the bus trip will be
emailed to members next week.

We hope you will take the opportunity to join us
for the weekend.

ALCA Newsletter
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SRPG Show Cattle Preparation Weekend
15th – 16th June 2019
An enthusiastic group of eight novice and aspiring

A convivial dinner was held on Saturday evening

exhibitors (including some welcome new faces)

at a nearby restaurant. A mock show (judged by

gathered at Glenholme Lowlines, Yarra Glen for a

Matt) was held on Sunday during which people

weekend of learning about how to prepare cattle

learned about ringcraft and practised presenting

for show.

a heifer to the judge.

Master showman Ken Lorains, ably assisted by

Notes were supplied including information

Jacqui Feagan and Matt Cooney, led discussion

prepared by Julie Knight in 2015 for a previous

about training cattle to halter, pre-show

SRPG Showing Skills Weekend; ALCA Showing of

preparation, show equipment, identification and

Cattle By-Law 11 Guidelines and Protocols

animal health requirements for shows, fitting and

(Version Dec 2016); and the ALCA Policy on the

care of cattle at show grounds.

Use of Drugs and Surgical Alterations in
Showing Cattle.

The small number of participants allowed the
training to be conducted in an informal interactive

Feedback from attendees was very positive. As a

way with plenty of time for questions, exchange of

result, SRPG hopes to see some new faces in the

ideas and “hands on” practice of new skills on five

show ring at 2019 Whittlesea Agricultural

Lowline heifers supplied by Patricia and Gary of

Society Show in early November. Australian

Glenholme Lowlines.

Lowline cattle will be the Feature Breed at this
show.

Patricia Ellis
Glenholme Lowlines
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NEW Livestock Feeding
Website
Agriculture Victoria has recently launched a
comprehensive feeding livestock website with
all the tools, resources and calculators you’ll
need during drought and other times when
pasture is limited.
If you are still in drought conditions you will
find this information extremely useful in the
management of your cattle & farm.
Please visit http://feedinglivestock.vic.gov.au/
Some of the topics discussed are


Preparing for drought



Water during drought



Pasture management during drought



Monitoring stock condition



Choosing feeds



Feeding grain to cattle



Options for young stock management



The feed value of unusual feedstuffs



Animal health & welfare

Neogen Update
Negotiations have been finalised with Neogen
for all ALCA member DNA samples collected
between 1st September 2017 & 30th June 2019 to
be transferred to Zoetis for storage.
Storage at Zoetis will be free. A copy of all DNA
data for these samples will also be transferred to
Zoetis.

What does this mean to me?
Using Neogen for DNA & PV –
You can continue using Neogen if you prefer.
Neogen will have the data for the samples
moved to Zoetis so you can still have your Parent
Verification tests processed.
You will be able to contact Neogen directly if you
have any questions about your samples without
using the ALCA office as the middle-man.
You will be paying Neogen directly for any DNA
processed.
As of 2018, Neogen no longer supply DNA
Certificates for results. If you would like a DNA
certificate, Neogen charge $10 +GST per
certificate.
Please note: As of 1st August 2019, Neogen will
be charging an extra $3 +GST for every hair
sample sent in for processing.
Tissue samples will not be charged any extra.

Using Zoetis for DNA & PV –
Zoetis will have the DNA results on file for the
samples moved to their storage.
University of Queensland (UQ) used to supply
DNA Certificates with results for each animal.
If you are a new client to Zoetis, please email
these certificates to Zoetis so they can use them
for Parent Verification for your calves.
This will save you time, especially if you need
results quickly.
You can contact Zoetis directly if you have any
questions.
Payment is to be paid directly to Zoetis.
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Nominations for Council
2019/2020

Herd Fertility & Genetics - Days
to Calving – an on farm focus

Members are encouraged to nominate for
Council to:
 Represent members interests,
 Influence the continuing advancement of the
breed and the Association,
 Contribute leadership to achieve the
Association’s objectives.
Nominations are now being called for the
election of Councillors of the Australian Lowline
Cattle Association, whose term shall commence

Black Label Glee & her calf, Nymph

from the closure of the 2019 Annual General
Meeting (AGM) of the Association on 12th
October 2019 in Mt Gambier, South Australia.
In accordance with Rule 18(b) of the constitution
the following Councillors are required to retire
by rotation:
Julie Knight, Michele Molly, Philip Worthington
and Colin Schiller.
Therefore, four (4) Councillors need to be
elected to serve a two year term.
Please note the following:
 Only Full Financial Members may be nominated
for the position of Councillor.
 Nominations shall be in writing, on the
Nomination Form, signed by two (2) Full
Financial Members and/or Honorary Life
Members.
 Written consent of the person being nominated
is also required on the nomination form.
 Nominees are encouraged to provide a
statement to assist voters should a ballot be
required.
We have the following councillors continuing on
for a further 1 year term : Gordon Guthrie, Klaus
Emmerich, Sandra Price & Bill Brydon.

Nominations must be lodged at the
Association’s office no later than 5pm
on Friday 30th August 2019.
Natalie Herd
Lowline Registrar

Livestock producers agree that herd
reproductive performance is a critical factor
impacting on enterprise profitability. The job
of the breeding female in a herd is to
conceive early in the joining period, carry a
foetus and deliver a live healthy calf, rear that
calf until weaning, and get back into calf
again all within a 365-day cycle.
Enterprise profitability is adversely impacted
if she fails to achieve this.
There are management as well as genetic
factors that impact on herd reproductive
performance. Bull breeders and buyers are
able to make genetic progress in the
reproductive performance of breeders using
estimated breeding values (EBV) provided by
BREEDPLAN in their breeding program and
breeding objectives. Days to calving (DtC) is
one of the EBVs produced as part of a range
of economically important traits provided by
BREEDPLAN.
Alistair Rayner, genetics editor for
Beefcentral.com interviewed several bull
breeders and reports on the traits these
breeders consider important when selecting
for improved herd fertility. To read more -

https://www.beefcentral.com/genetics/weeklygenetics-review-days-to-calving-an-on-farmfocus/
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2019 Royal Melbourne Show
Preparations are underway for the Royal
Melbourne Show.
Dates for Australian Lowlines:
Thursday 26th Sept 2019 – Tuesday 1st Oct 2019
in the Livestock Pavilion

Australian Lowline Judging:
Saturday 28th Sept 2019 at 1PM
Come along & see the great cattle Victorian

2019 Royal Queensland
(EKKA) Show
Australian Lowlines are now at the
EKKA.
Come & see the large line-up of quality cattle &
speak to experienced Lowline breeders who
would love to share information with you.

Australian Lowline judging:
Friday 16th August 2019

Lowline breeders have to offer. Join exhibitors
after judging for a chat & nibbles.
We hope to see you there……

_________________________________________________________________________________

How do I find other ALCA members in my state?
Networking is one of the benefits of being an ALCA member & there are times when we need to
contact other Lowline breeders.
The ALCA website provides easy access to member details from each state & country.
www.lowlinecattleassoc.com.au
 Membership => Members Directory => click on the relevant area in Australia, New Zealand
& Overseas to find the listings
There are Promotion Groups in each state & country. ALCA encourages members to become actively
involved with the Promotion Groups to help with networking & promotion of cattle.
 Membership => Promotion Groups => select the Promotion Group for your state for contact
details

